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houses, two, three, and even four stories high, are all
built of solid stone, whereas those of the Teharna low-
lands are usually of mud with thatched roofs. But
there is little attempt at architectural display, beyond a
peculiar style of ornamental carving on the walls and
round the windows. There is a separate Jewish quarter
with a population of 5000, about one-twelfth of all the
Jews in Yemen, and General Haig was shown the scarcely
distinguishable ruins of a Christian church dating from
pre-Muhammadan times. The Jews have twenty-three
synagogues and twenty schools, attended by *700 boys;
female education is almost entirely neglected, whereas all
the male population can read Arabic. Numerous ruins
are shown over the waste spaces within the enclosures,
and there can be no doubt that Sana was formerly a
much larger city than at present, with a reputed popula-
tion of no less than 200,000 so recently as the eighteenth
century.

Though now eclipsed by Sawakin and Massowah,
Hodeidah was a few years ago the busiest seaport in the
Eed Sea. " There was more life and movement in the
streets and crowded bazaars than I had seen elsewhere,
more signs of trade and business generally. Being the
principal port of Yemen, most of the coffee and hides,
which are the staple exports of the country, are shipped
from here" (Haig, ft. p. 480). The population is esti-
mated at from 25,000 to 30,000, and the market is well
supplied with fruits and vegetables; but the water has
to be drawn, from wells at some distance from the town,
and there is no harbour, so that steamers have to ride at
anchor in an open roadstead 1-J- mile off the shore.

In the interior the most noteworthy places are
Hail and Pdad, capitals of Jebel-Shammar and Aared
respectively.

Hail lies 3500 feet above the sea, not to the south,